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b 1410 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 962, 
BORN-ALIVE ABORTION SUR-
VIVORS PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 962, the 
Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protec-
tion Act, and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois). Under 
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been 
cleared by the bipartisan floor and 
committee leaderships. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, if this unan-
imous consent request cannot be enter-
tained, I urge the Speaker and the ma-
jority leader to immediately schedule 
the born-alive bill so we can stand up 
and protect the sanctity of human life; 
and I would ask all others to join in 
this request. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is not recognized for debate. 

f 

b 1415 

GUN VIOLENCE AND THE STEM 
SHOOTING 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. ‘‘Mommy, there are 
gunshots at my school.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, no parent should ever 
hear those words, but that is the call a 
parent got yesterday when two stu-
dents entered STEM School Highlands 
Ranch in Colorado and opened fire. 

Within minutes, first responders sub-
dued the shooters, and I am thankful 
for that, but quick is not fast enough. 

One teenager died, and eight people 
were wounded. 

As a parent and a Congressman, my 
heart aches for the families and loved 
ones of the child who died and those 
who were injured. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday’s shooting is 
one of 41 incidents of gunfire on school 
grounds this year alone. Eight people 
have died and 20 have been injured. We 
have lost far too many children to gun 
violence in our schools and in our 
streets. 

I am proud of the progress the House 
has made to reduce gun violence, but 
the Senate GOP’s inaction is out-
rageous. They need to do what is right: 
dump the NRA and pass some of this 
legislation we have sent to them to re-
duce gun violence. 

Enough is enough. 
f 

COVERAGE FOR PREEXISTING 
CONDITIONS 

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring transparency and atten-
tion to a bill coming for a vote before 
this House tomorrow. 

H.R. 986, the so-called Protecting 
Americans With Preexisting Condi-
tions Act, is undoubtedly one of the 
most deceptive bills to come before 
this Congress. 

The bill does not once mention pro-
tecting those with preexisting condi-
tions. The only place those words ap-
pear is in the title. 

The bill merely prevents States from 
opting out of two provisions of 
ObamaCare, and neither of those provi-
sions protect those with preexisting 
conditions. 

Some wrongly believe that the Amer-
ican people won’t read beyond the title 
of a bill. They are wrong. They will. 
Americans care. 

There is enough real division in this 
country. House Democratic leadership 
shouldn’t willfully manufacture dis-
cord through deception. 

Furthermore, as someone with a pre-
existing medical condition, I find it 
loathsome that anyone would use our 
health for their political games. These 
are real Americans with real illnesses, 
and they deserve actions, not games. 

f 

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
LA ASOCIACION DE CRONISTAS 
DE ARTE 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize La Asociacion de 
Cronistas de Arte, or AcroArte, and 
congratulate them on their 25th silver 
anniversary. 

AcroArte was founded in 1993 by Do-
minican journalists who specialize in 
arts and entertainment and has cele-
brated the best and brightest in music, 
theater, film, and more. 

Together, they established the 
Soberano Prize, which was first called 
the Casandra, which showcases and re-
wards the best of arts and culture in 
the Dominican Republic. 

This prestigious recognition has 
helped artists gain a foothold among 
the Dominican diaspora, sharing the 
Dominican identity, culture, and val-
ues around the world. 

As more generations of Dominican 
Americans share their talents with this 
world, I look forward to AcroArte lift-
ing them up. 

It is a privilege to welcome AcroArte 
here to the U.S. Capitol, and I con-
gratulate them on their 25 years of suc-
cess. 
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